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and collectivization programmes, likewise are matters
concerning which statistical records are still vague.
It has been established that crime in Russia doubled
between 1900 and 1913, under the old regime. Crimes
against property increased twofold during that period;
crimes against persons two and a half times. There
was an even greater rise of criminality during the
war, despite the fact that the male population was
greatly depleted by millions going into the army.
The last prison figures available for this period are
those for the year 1913. On January I of that year
the daily average of prisoners in the Russian empire
was 194,418. Statistics for the year 1914, the second
half of which saw a phenomenal rise in criminality,
were destroyed during the February (1917) revolu-
tion. A wave of banditism swept Russia under the
Bolshevist regime. It lasted for nearly two years during
most of 1918 and 1919. From 1916 to 1922 no crim-
inal records of any sort were kept in the Soviet Union.
Since 1922 criminal statistics have been kept more
or less regularly by the Soviet government, but such
figures do not always include the whole country. More-
over the frequent reclassifications of both crimes and
penalties by the Soviet legal authorities make such
data inconclusive for the most part. For example, pub-
lished government statistics indicate one day that
during the year 1926 the prison population of the
Soviet Union increased forty per cent over that of the
preceding years. But the next day another government